
President’s Corner
BY MARTY CORFMAN

Christmas Bird Count

2025 marks the 126th National Audubon Christmas 

Bird Count! This event is open to the public (as 

always) and is a great opportunity for new birders to 

learn about our local winter birds. We’ll have several 

teams and will pair up birders with various levels of 

experience. We’ll meet at the parking lot at EB Lyons 

Interpretive Center at Mines of Spain, 8891 Bellevue 

Heights Road, Dubuque, on December 20 at 8 AM 

(snow date 1/3/26). Our teams will spread out to fixed 

locations throughout our coverage area. 

Plan to join us for a ½ day or a full day. Dress warmly 

and bring your binoculars (we will have 2 or 3 extra 

pairs for anyone who needs them). We hope to see 

you there!

You may also sign up to feeder watch from home. 

See audubondubuque.org/events for those details.

We’ll meet at EB Lyons for the compilation and  

potluck at 4:30 PM to tally our results for the day. All 

data will be submitted to the National Audubon 

Society.

We’ll provide a couple chili options. Please bring your 

own beverage. We don’t need everyone to bring food, 

but please sign up at audubondubuque.org/events if 

you plan to join us, so that we have enough chili and 

bowls. Regardless of whether you participated in the 

count, anyone interested in the compilation or 

socializing opportunity is invited.

Preventing Bird Strikes in Dubuque

Several months ago, our Conservation Committee 

member Joyce Giannakouros began encouraging bird 

strike prevention practices in our community. 

Together with Chuck Isenhart, chair of our 

Conservation Committee, Joyce and the committee 

prepared letters to be sent to two new building 

developments near the river to request adoption of 

bird-friendly practices in their development plans. I 

sent these letters and followed up to ensure their 

receipt and to answer any questions. I’m happy to tell 

you that we received thoughtful and encouraging 

responses from both parties. While any “agreement” 

with these developers is not enforceable, they 

explained elements of their designs that they thought 

would prevent bird strikes and that they would keep a 

watchful eye on the results. 

Our group could use a volunteer or two to check 

around these and other area buildings for bird strikes 

periodically. If you’re willing and able, that would be a 

great service to our bird friends. Please let me know if 

you’re willing to take on that job. 

Following these communications, the Planning 

Services Department at the City of Dubuque asked 

me to provide information on preventing bird strikes 

for inclusion in their Major Site Plan Application 

packets for new development and reconstruction 

projects. Joyce kindly compiled her research and 

provided this excellent resource, which we’ve been 

assured will be used by the city going forward. What a 

gratifying win for the birds! Thank you, Joyce! 
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Did You Know? Flock Names BY KARI ZELINSKAS

Did you know there are different names for the flocks of birds? You might see a blush of Robins, a charm of 

Finches, or a confusion of Warblers.

Bird group names are not scientifically based; in fact, the first known list of collective names for birds 

originated in medieval literature! Most are named after peculiar habits or distinguishing traits such as a 

murmuration of starlings - the ongoing murmur caused by thousands of beating wings at once. 

Here is a small sampling of bird group names that have been added to the list over the years:

• Chickadees: banditry

• Cardinals: vatican, college

• Cowbirds: corral

• Cranes: herd, sedge

• Crows: murder, cauldron

• Doves: dole, bevy

• Geese: gaggle, plump

• Gulls: colony, screech

• Hawks: kettle, cast, boil

• Herons: sedge

• Hummingbirds: bouquet, glitter, 

shimmering

• Jays: party, scold

• Loons: asylum, cry

• Owls: parliament, bazaar, glaring

• Pheasants: bouquet

• Ravens: congress

• Sparrows: know, flutter, quarrel

• Swallows: gulp, chattering

• Swans: ballet, lamentation

• Turkey: rafter, posse

• Vultures: venue

• Woodpeckers: decent

• Wrens: herd, chime

Northern Cardinal © Marty Corfman
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Screech, Trill, Whinny – Oh My…
Spotlight on Eastern Screech Owl
BY KARI ZELINSKAS

Meet the elusive Eastern Screech-Owl. Nocturnal, they roost during the 

day and hunt at dusk and night. Despite the name, Screech-Owls don’t 

just screech. Screeching is just one vocalization they make and use 

when defending their nest. The most prominent vocalization is a trill or 

whinny, but they can produce up to nine different sounds including low 

hoots, squeals, and barks. They also snap their bills when alarmed.

There are twenty-two species of Screech-Owls in the world, all in the 

Americas. There are three in the US: Eastern, Western, and 

Whiskered. The Eastern Screech-Owl lives in Iowa year-round. You 

can find them in a variety of habitats with trees, particularly near water. 

They need tree cavities for nesting and open spaces for hunting.

When searching for an Eastern Screech-Owl, look for a small (around 

8”), stocky owl with a large head and no neck. Their plumage can be 

gray, brown, or reddish-brown, and their eyes are yellow. They have 

ear tufts like a Great Horned Owl and are sometimes called a little 

horned owl.

Screech-Owls swoop down to catch 

prey rather than hover. They eat a 

variety of small mammals including 

mice, shrews, squirrels, moles, and 

bats, as well as small birds such as 

finches, flycatchers, doves, and quail.

Other prey include large insects, 

crayfish, earthworms, toads, lizards, 

snakes, spiders, and centipedes.

Screech-Owls are mostly solitary 

except during mating season in late winter through early spring. 

Females incubate and brood in tree cavities. Males feed the females 

and guard the nests. Young fledge in about 28 days and remain with 

parents until 8-10 weeks old. Both parents feed the young during this 

period. Screech-Owls have the potential to live 8-10 years in the wild; 

however, very few make it to that age. 

What does it mean if you see or hear an owl? Owls are often seen as 

symbols of wisdom, or harbingers of change or transformation in your 

life. But more than likely it is a sign that you are in a healthy 

ecosystem.
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At the invitation of the Conservation Committee of 

the Dubuque Audubon Society, the University of 

Dubuque Fish and Wildlife Management class 

initiated a group project assignment to develop a 

management proposal for the Dubuque Technology 

Park. The site is important due to the presence of 

Bobolinks (Icteridae: Dolichonyx oryzivorus). The 

loss of other grassland sites around the Dubuque 

area has increased the significance of the 

Technology Park as nesting habitat for several 

grassland bird species. Our primary goal was to 

develop a management plan for the site focused on 

grassland bird nesting habitat. After meeting with 

officials from the City of Dubuque Parks and 

Recreation Department, we modified our goal to 

include broader grassland ecosystem health that 

also considers pollinator species.

Our team conducted multiple surveys at the 

Technology Park during September and October, 

prior to the annual mowing activity at the property. 

These surveys have shed light on the current state 

of low diversity. Through vegetation surveys, we 

identified 28 species, of which nearly half are 

considered non-native and invasive. These 

undesirable species accounted for the majority of 

the site’s vegetation. The most abundant species 

were Purple Crown Vetch (Fabaceae: Securigera 

varia) and Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Fabaceae: Lotus 

corniculatus). Native plants identified at the site 

included a few high value species such as Common 

Milkweed (Apocyanaceae: Asclepias syriaca) and 

various asters (Asteraceae).

Pollinator surveys were completed for bumble bees 

and butterflies. Only Common Eastern Bumble 

bees (Apidae: Bombus impatiens) were identified 

from our surveys. By comparison, bumble bee 

surveys at other sites within Dubuque County have 

yielded 11 total bumble bee species. Butterfly 

surveys yielded only four species of butterflies with 

the most abundant being Eastern Tailed-blue 

butterflies (Lycaenidae: Cupido comyntas). In 

contrast, butterfly surveys at other grassland sites 

in Dubuque County have documented 20 species of 

butterflies. Bird data were compiled from voluntary 

surveys recorded through eBird and supplemented 

with our own surveys. Combining these results, we 

have identified 71 bird species for the Technology 

Park property.

Currently we are developing the management plan, 

with the goals of enhancing grassland habitat for 

desired bird species and diverse pollinator 

communities, to be completed by the end of the fall 

semester in mid-December.

A Management Plan Project for the Dubuque 

Technology Park
BY TATUM LEVENDAHL, ASHER BEERMANN, PARKER NAVITSKY, BRANDON ROSSETTI, 

AND OLIVIA ROSENBERG (UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE STUDENTS)

What is the 

CBC?

The National Audubon Society's 

Christmas Bird Count (CBC) is an 

early-winter bird census, where 

thousands of volunteers count 

birds over a 24-hour period on 

one calendar day. It is the longest 

running organized citizen science 

project in the United States! It 

began on Christmas Day in 1900, 

and today it happens in over 20 

countries in the western 

hemisphere. Each count takes 

place in an established 15-mile 

diameter circle, and the organizer 

picks a date in the range of 

December 14 and January 5. 

See the President’s Corner on 

page 1 for details on joining us to 

count birds in our circle!

https://birdcast.info/
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DATE & TIME EVENT DESCRIPTION

Thursday, 12/11/25

6:45 PM Social Time

7 – 8 PM Program

December Program

Birding in Panama

Mary Leigh will share information and photos from her birding trips to Panama, 

which included the Canopy Family locations. Marty Corfman joined Mary for the 

last half of this year’s trip and will also share some photos and stories!

Saturday, 12/20/25

(Backup: 1/3/26)

Start: 8 AM

Compilation: 4:30 PM

Annual Christmas Bird Count Join our field trip leaders as we split into groups to identify and count birds. All levels 

of experience are welcome. You may also sign up to feeder-watch from home. All 

are invited to the compilation and potluck, and we would appreciate sign-ups for the 

potluck, so that we have enough chili and bowls! Please see our website for full 

details.

Thursday, 1/8/26

6:45 PM Social Time

7 – 8 PM Program

January Program

Let’s Talk About the River

Our speaker will be Reggie McLeod, editor and publisher of Big River Magazine. 

He will be joined by several other members of the Big River crew to talk about the 

river, river issues, and the future of the magazine. 

Thursday, 2/12/26

6:45 PM Social Time

7 – 8 PM Program

February Program

What's New at Green Island 

and Other Local Wildlife 

Management Areas

Our speaker will be Nick McClimon, who is the Iowa DNR Wildlife Management 

Biologist for our district. His program will feature an update on Green Island and 

other DNR wildlife management areas near us.

Thursday, 3/12/26

6:45 PM Social Time

7 – 8 PM Program

March Program

Voyage to the Bottom of the 

World

In December of 2014, Ty Smedes spent almost a month exploring the southern 

reaches of the globe on the Expedition ship Ortelius. Join us for this educational and 

visually stunning presentation about this beautiful and wildlife-rich part of the world. 

Ty is an accomplished and internationally recognized photographer.

Saturday, 3/14/26

(Tentative Date)

Annual Duck Waddle Join us on our annual trip to Green Island Wildlife Management Area in Jackson 

County to observe migrating waterfowl. Audubon guides will help identify bird 

species. Binoculars are recommended. You may come and go as you choose. Our 

website will be updated with details closer to the event.

Thursday, 4/9/26

6:45 PM Social Time

7 – 8 PM Program

April Program

Warbler Identification Made 

Easy

Just in time for spring migration, Bob Walton will share some tips and tricks on 

identifying Warblers! The program will include photographs of the 36 species of 

warblers that frequent our area, and Bob will present techniques to help make 

identification easier. He will also discuss ways to improve backyard habitat to attract 

warblers to our homes.

Saturday, 5/9/26

(Tentative Date)

Annual Spring Species Count Join us for all or part of our annual fun day of spring birding, ending with a potluck 

picnic. Details will follow.

Thursday, 5/14/26 May Program TBD

Calendar of Events
Check the EVENTS page on our website for the latest information and additional details. 

Our monthly meetings are held at EB Lyons Interpretive Center, 8991 Bellevue Heights Road, Dubuque, unless stated otherwise.

Fall Raptor Watch
BY TONY MOLINE

On September 21st, Audubon members 

participated in the annual fall raptor watch at 

Mines of Spain in Dubuque. Viewing was 

centered around the prairie overlook on the 

Cedar Ridge/Prairie Ridge trail. Late September 

is prime time for large kettles of Broad-Winged 

Hawks to form as they move south, and they 

did not disappoint, with over 230 individuals 

passing through the area over a two-hour period. 

Other species observed moving through the area 

included Bald Eagles, Turkey Vultures, Red-tailed 

Hawks, a Cooper’s Hawk, and a group of 9 

Common Nighthawks!

Should we have a 

showing of Listers?

Listers is a hilarious full-length birding 
documentary by two brothers, Owen 
and Quentin Reiser. 

Please find details and take our survey 
at audubondubuque.org/listers-survey. 

Even if your survey response is to 
pass, we’d appreciate that feedback. 
The survey will be available through 
December 5.

https://www.audubondubuque.org/events/
http://audubondubuque.org/events
https://www.audubondubuque.org/listers-survey/
https://www.audubondubuque.org/listers-survey/
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The mission of Dubuque Audubon Society is to 

provide educational opportunities to the people 

of the tri-state area and to preserve the natural 

habitat of birds and other wildlife.

on one of our committees or the board. Reach out to me or one of the other board 

members for help finding a good fit for your talents and interests. 

Our Conservation Committee Chair is phasing out to focus 

his time and energy on Dubuque Area Land and Water 

Legacy, so we are working on filling that position. 

In addition, Secretary Maggie O’Connell has requested we find 

a replacement for her, due to ongoing hearing issues. This is 

an important and rewarding job. I hope one of you might consider raising your hand!

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
If you wish to join the National Audubon Society which will automatically give you membership in the Dubuque Audubon Society, we would appreciate 

you doing so through our website at audubondubuque.org/join. The cost for an annual national membership is a $20 minimum annual donation, which is for 

a family or an individual, although you may see higher values suggested. Members will receive the award-winning Audubon magazine. 

National renewals are handled directly with the National Audubon Society; we are NOT involved.

DUBUQUE AUDUBON SOCIETY
Some people elect to join only the local chapter, without national membership. If so, please use this form to join or renew. You may also use this form to 

make a tax-deductible contribution directly to the local chapter. A $10 minimum annual donation includes local membership, which is for a family or an 

individual. Membership expires one year from sign-up.

Name: _________________________________________________________ Email*: ______________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ Phone: _________________________________

City: _______________________________ State: _______ Zip: _________________ 

* If you provide your email address, you'll receive notifications of upcoming programs & field trips, notifications when our newsletters are published on our 

website (in color with clickable links), and occasional emails about other topics of potential interest.

 Check the box to request a black-and-white printed newsletter by postal mail. 

Make check payable to “Dubuque Audubon Society” and mail to: Dubuque Audubon Society, P.O. Box 3174, Dubuque, IA 52004-3174 

Dubuque Audubon Society 

PO Box 3174 

Dubuque IA 52004-3174

Non-Profit Organization

US Postage Paid

Dubuque, IA 52001

Permit # 459

If you're not on our email list, please sign up 

by using the new link at the bottom of any 
page on our website!

President’s Corner
Continued  from Page 1

Calling All Volunteers! 

You may have noticed that some of your board 

members have been serving for a very long time. 

While this is clearly a labor of love, it is always 

good to have new ideas and participation. Please 

consider helping our group to thrive by serving

Approved Bylaws
On October 9th, we held a special member 
meeting, where the vote to approve the 
amended chapter bylaws was unanimous.

National membership end dates are omitted on 

address labels this quarter due to a pending 

issue with the National Audubon Society’s new 

roster system. We expect to return to sharing 

these dates with you in the future.

https://www.audubondubuque.org/join/
https://birdcast.info/
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